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Eco Forum
10th March 2026
Wakehurst

Huge thanks to Harri and Wakehurst for hosting us this morning. 
Harri – Introduction to Millenium Seed Bank and conservation principals and missions.

Jules Middleton Sussex Nature Recovery Strategy  - link above for presentation.
48 across the country – will join up and make a national strategy. 
One for East Sussex and Brighton and Hove and One for West Sussex and all local (district and borough) councils have to be happy for it to go forward.
This work and document will guide the strategy for nature projects over next 10 years, and also provide a benchmark. The Sussex strategies are one of the few to have a section on Nature and Health. We have identified 163 protected priority species in West Sussex and this can help community groups focus their work. And hopefully help protect nature and planning from development.
Next steps are for WSCC to take this work out locally and to connect more into what might be going in – bringing people together. The Eco Forum could be a key tool in this. This strategy helps us to understand our place in the bigger story and place ourselves as part of that bigger effort.
Q. Polly – is there a shadow map to bring it together nature wise. These areas – all come together and get behind? Noted the issue with the Low Weald not having as much equity as South Downs and High Weald. 
Sussex Nature Recovery strategy maps are available here.
Q. How devolution going to change -Mayor would take on the responsibility for these strategies. Therefore can join them up.

Harri Oliver – Wakehurst Communities Offer
Top tip – Work with Sussex or Brighton Universities for skills network and reach.
Wakehurst now have a minibus and are happy share how they have achieved this.

Upcoming Community People events and news: 
All our events are available to view on line here. Events and Training - Community People
Upcoming themes are - Older People focusing on transport. Health – local systems in East Grinstead area. Children, Young People and Families – SEND. 
Burgess Hill Soup – community and fundraising night for 4 small local groups. 
Plus a cheeky plug for Greener Cuckfield’s upcoming talk on swifts.

Updates:
Eco Rother Action. Veronica Carter who presented at the last Forum has now shared her social media campaign and all can access and use. 
Last year I shared some of our Swaps of the Month, but did so inconsistently. So this year, somewhat belatedly, here is the 2026 iteration of this project, our Green Steps, and all in one go for the whole year.  I have removed the logos along the bottom so that, if you adapt them for your own use, you can add your own details along the bottom. Also, the intermediate slides are designed as a space to amass further information about the contents for that month. Obviously these are not yet filled in for the whole year as better done nearer the time when each one goes out. Finally, please don't publish any of these before the first of the month that we will be sending them out - no spoiler alerts! 
To see how these look when we add them to our website see: Green Steps 
You can find the powerpoint on the link to all materials at the top of these notes. 

Weald to Waves - A reminder to sign up to Gardens & Greenspaces through the Weald to Waves website and then people can access our resources and book to use the Bioboxes (which we are now planning for loans in the coming season).

Fairer world Lindfield – Running a Kids Eco Fair in June at the Stand Up. Features activity/bug hotel/ smoothies/scientific focus solar panels. June 20th . To send link.
Our events | Fairer World Lindfield
Also looking for a venue – to screen the People’s Emergency Briefing – bringing message to communities.
https://www.nebriefing.org/host-the-film. See more information below. 

Sussex Green Living. – Looking for locations for pollination stations in Mid Sussex.  Made by youth groups and mens sheds. Greener Cuckfield have just got funding from a local business to put one up in a local recreation ground. If people would like to learn more about our Pollination Education Station trail across East and West Sussex, they can learn all about it here. 

Airtime – A new project for men, Airtime are looking for an indoor space which is in an area with easy access to outside and has a wild feeling. 

Diagrama – Venue available. Manage land, grow veg etc. Duckyls Farm | Diagrama Foundation

West Sussex CC Waste Prevention Service – very happy to do a talk or join fair – focus on Waste prevention and food waste now being collected. 
Ben – Macs Farm – looking for volunteers to come and garden/ grow as a collective. Monday group currently. About mental health and positive benefits of being outside and being part of a growing group. Now a CIC. Happy to work with Social Prescriber referrals / schools/ SEN schools. 

Friends of Scrase Valley, Haywards Heath. Set up Scrase Valley friends group – they are starting small and growing into a year’s programme. Many apple trees. 

Lost Woods – It’s their last year of working under current funding programme.  They are doing legacy work on ancient woodlands but under attack with development pressures in the low weald. 

Useful resources:
· Join the Knowledge Hub - South Downs National Park Authority

· Rural Climathon: Resources - Countryside and Community Research Institute

· Notes from Nature Towns and Cities webinar - Growing community power through greenspace

· Climate Fresk (world) - Climate Fresk
 
Thank you so much for joining our ‘growing community power through green space’ session. It was fantastic to have so many of you there and to hear such thoughtful insights in the chat and Q&A. We hope you left feeling inspired about the opportunity of working with communities to create greener, more resilient, and more loved places.

You can access the slides and recording from the session here. Several of the resources mentioned throughout the session are also available below and attached. 
· GMCA Participation Playbook
· A talk on citizen participation by Graca Fonseca
· CIVIC SQUARE's 3 Degree Neighbourhoods work
· A webinar I hosted with Town Team Movement – Australia 
· The talk with Indy Johar and Immy Kaur 
· The How To Save Democracy podcast - including episode with Taiwan's Digital Minister Audrey Tang

· The National Emergency briefing.
The National Emergency Briefing was held in Westminster on 27th November, about 1250 politicians, scientists and leaders from business, culture, faith, sport and the media were in attendance. Read about the event here National Emergency Briefing held in Westminster  | Sussex Green Living. These are the 9 short talks presented by people who are advising our government in their specialist fields on the climate and ecological emergency. Then tell me climate change is a hoax. 
National Emergency Briefing opening speech by Chris Packham
Introduction - Prof Mike Berners-Lee (Chair) | National Emergency Briefing
1. Nature - Professor Nathalie Seddon | National Emergency Briefing
1. NEB Highlights: Climate - Professor Kevin Anderson
1. Extreme Weather - Professor Hayley Fowler | National Emergency Briefing
1. NEB Highlights: Tipping points - Professor Tim Lenton OBE
1. Food Security - Professor Paul Behrens | National Emergency Briefing
1. NEB Highlights: Health - Professor Hugh Montgomery OBE
1. NEB Highlights: National Security - Lt General Richard Nugee CB CVO CBE
1. NEB Highlights: Economics - Angela Francis
NEB Highlights: Energy Transition - Tessa Khan

Funding:
Apply for a trust grant - Naturesave – nothing currently, but worth signing up to.
Community Grants - Mid Sussex District Council – June round opens next week.
Climate Action Fund - Our Shared Future | The National Lottery Community Fund
Grants & opportunities | Grow Wild | Kew
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